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coming to its end he had to undergo the trial of failure. After passing with credit his first University examination, he settled down to read for honours in the final examination j but, standing for the highest honours, he suffered an utter breakdown and a seeming extinction of his prospects of a University career.
He had come to Oxford young. Apparently he had himself been impatient to get to college ; but he recognised his disadvantage in consequence as soon as he began lectures. He writes to his Father in the first term of lectures—that term in which he was so successfully to make his way with Mr. Short: ' I now see the disadvantage of going too soon to Oxford, and before I had the great addition of time that two or three more years would have given me ; for there are several who know more than I do in Latin and Greek, and I do not like that.7 He was not twenty when he went in for final examination, whereas the usual age was twenty-two.
His youth was against him in another respect also.    It was not only that he was short by two or three years of the full period marked  out for the B.A. examination, but he had not that experience for shaping for himself his course of reading, or that maturity of mind for digesting it, which a longer time would have given him.    He read books, made ample analyses  and abstracts, and entered upon collateral questions and original essays which did him no service in the schools.    In the Long Vacation of 1818 he was taken up with Gibbon and Locke.    At another time he wrote a critique of the plays of JEschylus, on the principles of Aristotle'sc Poetics/ though  original  composition at that time had no place in school examinations, and he  spent many weeks in reading and transcribing Lavcher's c Notes on Herodotus.'   Moreover, though the examiners were conscientiously fair and considerate in their decisions, they would understand a candidate better, and follow his lead and line of thought more sympathetically, if they understood his position of mind and inteliecWl'hahite, than if these were new to them.1
1 Mr. Newman in his old a#c recollected one instance in which, the examiners had missed his meaning. When the tutors of Trinity inquired of the examiners how he came so utterly to fail, his having translated,»« ; ntnl ^ , J<<» }$4tf Vt»t,, L                                                                                          It                C|«r^t  ri4ili i,  f  L tint Kiltltif fii.ii fhtsii*        flu! i* , ,i I%H   i%ii*
